
Collective Supply Order 

Dadant’s New Manager 

2018 Membership 

Kevin Hale Speaks: 

Tips for 100 pounds of honey From 

each hive  
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2017 Candlelight Tradition 

The Old Marcus Furniture store (above) on 

Saint Clair Street, was the location for the 

club to setup during the the 2017 Candle-

light Tradition in downtown Frankfort. It is 

the kickoff to the Christmas Shopping sea-

son in Frankfort for the 37th year and CCBA 

has been a participant for many years 

now. Besides honey sales, members 

also donated honey for a tasting  

(below) that was conducted to show-

case the variety of aromas, colors, and 

tastes of local honeys. Information 

about bees and pollinators and honey 

recipes were also free for the taking.  

The hive products were offered Thurs-

day and Friday evenings and sales and inter-

action with the public was reported as ro-

bust.  

John Antenucci 

interacts with 

Folks stopping 

by CCBA’s can-

dlelight booth. 

Jack Kuhn 

selling his 

honey at 

Candlelight. 
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Capital Bee News 

The tremendous convenience and 

privilege of a beekeeping supplier 

in Frankfort was realized by the 

members of CCBA and all bee-

keepers in the near area when 

Dadant’s Frankfort Branch 

closed for several weeks. Many 

beekeepers in need of supplies, 

i.e. winter pattys, bottles and 

syrup, appreciated the ad-

vantages of association as an 

organized and a collective order 

to Kelley Beekeeping was made by 

CCBA. Members made and paid 

for their orders by phone using 

the club’s account for pickup on 

Saturday, November 4th. Presi-

dent Ken Daniels and Michael 

Wiley made the early morning 

drive to Clarkson, Kentucky to 

collect the order. Thanks goes 

to John Antenucci (right) for al-

lowing distribution of the order 

at the Kentucky Farm Bounty 

Honey house on Wilkinson Blvd.   

In an email to customers, Nick Dadant announced the return of normal 

business operations of Dadant’s Frankfort Branch beginning Monday, No-

vember 20th. He also introduced beekeeps to Andrew Fogg as the new 

manager “ [who] is at the branch now getting things organized and staff 

in place...and are looking forward to meeting you and serving your bee-

keeping needs”. Nick encouraged folks to feel free to drop by or give An-

drew a call. As before, normal business hours at the branch are Monday 

thru Friday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. EST. The officers of CCBA hope to have 

Andrew attend our next regular meeting and introduce himself. 

 

CCBA Supply Run Organized 

Dadant’s Frankfort Branch Reopens 

Andrew Fogg, Dadant’s 

Frankfort branch Manager 
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Capital Bee News 

The regularly scheduled business meeting and annual pot-

luck for CCBA was held at the Franklin County Extension 

office Tuesday, October 24th, with guest speaker Kevin 

Hale giving a great program on his “100 # per Hive Honey 

Production” presentation. In addition to this he also pre-

sented the attendees with information on Fall Management 

and Over Wintering. The honey production handouts are re-

printed here on the following pages. It makes for good plan-

ning during the “down season” for the 2018 season to come. 

The last meeting of 2017 for the 

Capital City Beekeepers Association 

will be November 28th, 2017 at the 

Franklin County Extension Office 

in Frankfort. Some members have 

been very proactive and have al-

ready “re-uped”- paid their 2018 

membership dues. If you are cur-

rently a member there is no need to 

fill out an application found on our 

website . Also we collect and process 

Membership for the Kentucky State 

Beekeepers Association as well and 

when we do you help the CCBA in 

that we get two dollars in doing so 

from KSBA. You can bring your 

check or cash and KSBA and/or 

CCBA application to the November 

meeting and have those benefits of 

association continued on into 2018. 

It’s one less thing off your proverbi-

al plate.  

100 pounds of Honey on average from each hive! 

Kevin Hale Speaks at Annual Potluck 

2018 dues now being taken 

https://capitalbees.weebly.com/uploads/2/4/3/7/24379449/capitalcitybeekeepersflyer_revised_1_2017.pdf
https://capitalbees.weebly.com/uploads/2/4/3/7/24379449/capitalcitybeekeepersflyer_revised_1_2017.pdf
http://www.ksbabeekeeping.org/wp-content/uploads/2018-KSBA-Membership-form.pdf
http://www.ksbabeekeeping.org/wp-content/uploads/2018-KSBA-Membership-form.pdf
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When goldenrods 

have faded it is 

persistent and 

diverse Aster  that 

bring the last of 

Autumn's flow. 

 
aving started my winter reading 

a bit soon this season with “The 

Life of Langstroth”, by Florence 

Naile, I happened on an article 

published in March 1888 for The American 

Bee Journal and Gleanings in Bee Culture of 

“the poor slandered drone”. Langstroth records 

the drone’s self-defense- his cause for justifica-

tion. Though a jocular essay of yester-keeping, 

it becomes for the reader in a very subtle way, 

an opportunity to learn true biological fact 

profitable for “newbees” today.  

In all, it began me to thinking of how indeed 

the drone has received too often the proverbial 

“short end of the stick”. We tend to be all con-

sumed with the ladies of the commonwealth- 

queens and workers- their hygienic behaviors, 

virility, laying patterns, honey and pollen 

gathering, and a host of other attributes of the 

feminine prodigy. However, we gloss over the 

importance of the drone and liken him to a la-

zy, all consuming, loaf. I too am guilty, and it 

makes for an easy laugh to depict them as liv-

ing like a rock star- eat, mate, and die. 

It is true, the drone doesn’t assist in the daily 

labors of the hive. He is the male of the colony 

and unlike the lady-workers, does not have the 

glands to produce nor the ability to work wax. 

Though he too has hairs covering his body, he 

yet lacks the pollen sacs- corbicula- to collect 

the blossom-powder and deliver it to be stored 

colorfully among the combs. His proboscis or 

“tongue”, is also too short to forage for nectar, 

and forget chinking the first crack or glossing 

the innards of the habitation with the antisep-

tic propolis. Having no sting, he can not even 

help defend his home. If that weren’t enough, 

it goes without saying in matters of hygiene, 

that he couldn’t even get his fat rear-end into a 

worker cell to clean it if he tried! 

Yet, as Langstroth conveys, “…to the best of 

my ability,” says Sir Drone, “I fulfill the ex-

press purpose for which I was born.” For that, 

in the spirit of the season, we ought all be 

thankful. 

His shortcomings notwithstanding, he sallies-

forth from the hive when the sun is well up, 

and with as much purpose as the indefatigable 

foragers. He goes to meet up with others of his 

kind. We call them drone congregation areas 

the number of which are anywhere from a few 

hundred to a few thousand, and the sound 

they make as they fly about in this place, is 

described as to that of a swarm. It is here that 

virgin queens seek out and are then pursued 

by a group of drones until one overcomes her, 

partakes of the nuptials and suddenly his bit-

ter pill is swallowed. Yet, upon his death, his 

spermatozoa is collected by the queen making 

her a viable mother her entire life, the life of 

the hive.  As the worker, he has gives his all. 

Successful, he never returns to his home. In 

the words of Langroth’s defendant, “While I 

know most of the young queens come safely 

back from their wedding excursions, I can not 

help foreboding the worst, when I see that no 

drone ever returns to tell of his experience.” 

It is what we are thankful for, without him, as 

the other castes and chores of “beedom”, the 

honey bee would cease to exist. And we, even 

us ‘keeps that look forward to the making of 

splits and that time for the rearing of queens, 

watch with anticipation to the first flying 

drones. It is the beekeeper’s harbinger that 

winter’s death is again broken and spring’s re-

newal is at hand.  ~Wes 
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CCBA Minutes 

October 24th, 2017 

The annual potluck began at 6:00 p.m. with the invocation being given by Wes Henry. 

Thanks to all the members who supplied a wonderful host of side-dishes and desserts with 

the smoked brisket. 

Thanks also to Marsha Bezold, and Ken and Kay Daniels who setup and decorate, and to John 

Antenucci for working with Gibby’s and delivering the brisket, and all who donated door priz-

es. 

Kevin Hale was our keynote speaker for the night.  

Kevin did an outstanding job explaining his approach for producing 100 lbs. average of honey 

per hive and Fall management. 

After Kevin’s presentation President Ken Daniels gaveled the club into regular business meeting. 

Dadant’s hopefully temporary closure was discussed and a suggestion for a joint club order from 

Kelly’s and delivery by the first weekend in November. 

 Club to be emailed details. 

Treasurer Jack Kuhn gave a treasurer’s report and distributes honey checks from Wilson’s Nursery. 

 The club has an ending balance of $2554.01 

The Candlelight Tour was discussed  

 Scheduled for 11/9-10, 5-9:30 p.m., setup Thursday 11/9- 3-4 p.m. 

 CCBA to setup in old Marcus Furniture Bldg. 

Farmer’s Market Booth to be 11/11/17, 7:30 a.m.- noon. 

Ken reminded that the KSBA Fall meet is 11/4, Hopkinsville, KY 

Ken then informed the club that John Antenucci had contacted Ruth Jeffries (Bluegrass beekeepers) 

about the Bluegrass Bee School and Tom Webster with KSU had also bee contacted to confirm the 

school will be conducted in March. 

 Marsha Bezold will take lead. 

Before adjourning, members were told that officer elections, more of BFF, and that the last meeting 

of the year will be 11/28. 

Business meeting was adjourned and the Drawing for door prizes then began to close the evening 

festivities. 
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Dates to Remember 

Franklin County Extension, 

Beekeeping 101

 

https://franklin.ca.uky.edu/
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kelleybees.com%2Fbeekeeping-101.html&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AFQjCNH4ctpLVyFx3XVih2kY85eHlxlxxg

